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MAJOR EVENTS & TOURISM PROGRAM
PRE-APPLICATION












Eligible events are distinctive, tourism-oriented gatherings, including but not limited to athletic events, conventions and cultural events, that have not been held in Iowa in the last three years and offer significantly unique qualities compared to other events in the state. Qualifying events must be ticketed or require registration to participate, attract substantial out-of-state attendance and occur no more than once a year in Iowa. To be considered, events should promote overnight stays, enhance the state’s tourism economy, draw attendees from more than 50 miles away and elevate Iowa’s reputation as a desirable destination for future events.

Our organization has read the applicable Iowa Code and Administrative Rules (available March 2026) and understands the goals of the Major Events and Tourism Program:
☐ Yes  		☐ No

	Date Submitted: MM/DD/YY

Name of Event: 

Applicant Organization: 

Is your organization an Iowa nonprofit organization established to promote economic development and tourism in an area?	☐   Yes 	  ☐ No
 
Address: 

City/State/Zip Code:

Contact Person/Title:

Telephone: (XXX) XXX-XXXX	  Email: 

County: 	

Funding Request $XXX,XXX,XXX	     Total Event Budget $XXX,XXX,XXX
Request to round to nearest 1,000 - Funding request and Total event budget should match the amounts shown in Budget Table

Event Venue & Address:











EVENT QUALITY (20 points)

Description of Event: 
What is the Event? Please include details about the appeal, prestige or competitive level of the event or the ability to enhance Iowa’s reputation by hosting the event. 

Description of Bid Process: 
Describe the bid process to secure this event and, to the best of your knowledge, how host locations are selected.


What is the timeline for the project? 
At minimum, complete anticipated project milestone dates below. Please add additional milestones, as needed. 
	Project Milestone
	Date

	Bids Due
	

	Event Secured 
	

	Under Contract to Host
	

	Pre-payments (if any) Due
	

	Event Dates 
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

























BUDGET & ALIGNMENT WITH HOSTING REQUIREMENTS (10 points)

	Budget Items 
	Cost
	Funding (Match) Source
	Amount
	Secured Y/N

	Bid Fees
	$
	DMO 
	$
	

	Venue/Space Rental Fees
	$
	City
	$
	

	Equipment, Fixtures, Furniture
	$
	County
	$
	

	Vendors & Contract Staff (applicant staff NOT permitted)
	$
	Estimated Sponsorships/Fundraising
	$
	

	Lodging
	$
	Grants
	$
	

	Transportation & Parking
	$
	Other (list)
	$
	

	Food & Beverage
	$ 
	Ex: Estimated Ticket Revenue
	$
	

	A/V, Internet, Utilities, etc.
	$
	Ex: Estimated Concessions
	$
	

	Licensing/Sanctioning Fees
	$
	
	
	

	Marketing, Signage, Ticketing
	$
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Funds Budgeted
	($)
	Funds Secured
	($)
	

	
	
	    Estimated Revenue 
    & Sponsorships
    (unsecured)
	($)
	

	Funding Gap 
(Budgeted – Secured)
	($)
	Subtotal – All Funding
	$
	

	
	
	Major Events Funding Request
	
	(Min request: $200,000)

	
	
	
	
	

	TOTAL BUDGET COMMITMENT
	$
	TOTAL FUNDING
	$
	

	Percentage of Match
Funds Secured / Major Events Request
	%
	
	


Estimated Budget: 
Budget should match the budget commitment in the Letter of Intent / bid response. May not include applicant staff time and should be limited to requirements of the bid.

Have you reached the 50% minimum matching funds threshold (based on calculation above)?        ☐ Yes	☐ No






CASE FOR SUPPORT (10 points)

Is receipt of Major Events funding necessary for a successful bid or selection?        ☐ Yes 	☐ No

How will the use of Major Events funding represent a valuable investment for Iowa? Is the funding pivotal to winning the bid? What ways will the event be improved in scope, size or visibility with funding support?     




VISIBILITY OF IOWA (15 points) 

Has this event previously been held in Iowa? 		      ☐ Yes	☐ No

If yes, when was the last time this event was held in Iowa?

If yes, what substantial quality or qualities distinguish the event from past events that have been held in Iowa?

What is the potential frequency of this event in Iowa?
☐ Annual	
☐ Recurring (every 2-5 years)	
☐ Recurring (more than once a year)
☐ Singular event – never held in Iowa before, no potential for recurring 


Describe how Iowa could be branded at the event itself (signage, sponsorship visibility, program materials, merchandise, hospitality, etc.). How will this event promote Iowa as a destination?













ECONOMIC IMPACT (30 points)

What is the anticipated total number of attendees and participants for this event?

Is this event ticketed or does it require registration for participants and/or attendees?       ☐ Yes	☐ No

If no, how will attendance of visitors/travelers be measured? 

If this event has been held in other locations in previous years, please share total attendance (attendees and participants) from the last three events held.

Please share an estimated attendance/participation by category (percent – should total 100%):
_____ Local (0-50 miles)	_____ Regional (50-250 miles)  	_____ Statewide/National (250+ miles)

What is the estimated number of hotel nights to be booked by event participants and attendees?

Outside of hotel stays, what additional tourism economic impact is anticipated as a result of hosting this event?


MARKETING PLAN QUALITY (15 points)
Who is the targeted event attendee?

Will this event be broadcast or otherwise shared via major media outlets? Which ones? To what geography? 

Summarize the marketing plan for this event, tactics that will be used, and what entities will be responsible for marketing to increase attendance from a visitor/traveler audience?



ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Draft of Letter of Intent and RFP response 
2. Documentation substantiating project funding, if available.
3. Event RFP
4. OPTIONAL: Economic Impact Study of Event Potential
a. Note: An economic impact study will be required in full application.



NEXT STEPS: 
Please submit completed pre-applications to tourism@iowaeda.com. 
Your pre-application will be reviewed by IEDA staff within 10 business days. 
Successful pre-applicants will be invited to submit a full application via IEDA’s Slideroom portal. We recommend saving your pre-application responses to assist in completing your full application. 










Certification & Release of Information 
  
Applicant Name:      		FEIN:       
Applicant Address:      	Sales Tax Permit #:       

For the purposes of the following questions, “principals” includes any current or prospective officer, director, or owner.  
 
1. Have there been any current or past bankruptcies on the part of the applicant entity (or predecessor entities), or on the part of any principal or in any business dealings of any principals of the applicant entity? Has the applicant entity ever been subject to foreclosure?    
Yes		No  

If yes, please provide the date and a description of the outcome of any bankruptcy or foreclosure: 

2. Is the applicant entity or principal currently delinquent in the payment of state or local taxes or otherwise in substantial noncompliance with Iowa tax law, including filing obligations?    
 Yes		No  

If yes, please provide the date and amount of the delinquency: 


3. Is the applicant subject to sales tax collection? 
Yes                   	No


4. Does the applicant have employees subject to income tax withholding?
Yes		No  

If yes, is the applicant current and compliant with all Iowa Department of Revenue requirements regarding income tax withholding? 	
Yes		No  
If no, please provide an explanation of any outstanding obligations:

5. Is the applicant a liable employer required to pay unemployment insurance contributions? 
Yes		No

If yes, is the applicant current and compliant with all Iowa Workforce Development requirements regarding unemployment insurance contributions.  
Yes		No
If no, please provide an explanation of any outstanding obligations:

 
6. Has the applicant entity or any principal been debarred by the federal government?     
Yes		No  

If yes, please explain the explain the circumstances of the debarment.  
 
 
In the last five years: 
 
1. Are there any judgments or court actions, including small claims actions, currently pending or completed against the applicant entity or any principal?     
Yes		No 

If yes, please provide the date and a description of each judgment or court action: 
 
2. Has any principal been charged or convicted of any crime?     
Yes		No 

If yes, please provide the date and a description of each charge or conviction: 
 
3. Have there been, or are there currently any investigations of potential violations of public health, safety (including workplace safety), or environmental laws by the applicant entity or any principal?    
Yes		No 

If yes, please provide the date and a description of each investigation or violation: 
 
4. Have there been, or are there currently, any violations of ordinances, permitting requirements, other applicable policies of a city or county by the entity or any principal?   
Yes		No 

If yes, please provide the date and a description of each violation:        
 
5. Has the entity, any principal, or any management company utilized by the entity entered a settlement with the Iowa Civil Rights Commission or similar state or federal enforcement agency or had a finding of finding of probable cause related to violation of civil rights? This should include, but not be limited to, violations of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967, the Americans with Disabilities Act Amendments Act of 2008, and the Fair Housing Act and regulations.  
Yes		No 
 
If yes, please provide the date and a description of each violation:        
 

The undersigned representative of the Applicant gives permission to the Iowa Economic Development Authority (Authority) to research the Applicant, make credit checks, contact the Applicant’s financial institutions, insurance carriers, and perform other related activities necessary for reasonable evaluation of this application.  
 
The undersigned authorizes the Iowa Department of Revenue (IDR) to provide to the Authority state tax information pertinent to the Applicant’s standing with IDR, including but not limited to information related to state income tax, sales and use tax, state withholding, and state tax credits claimed. The undersigned representative of the applicant further authorizes the IDR to access tax incentive information pertinent to the responsibilities of IDR, including but not limited to information IDR is required to report to the Iowa General Assembly and information required to process tax incentive claims. The undersigned authorizes other state entities to provide the Authority information pertinent to the application and standing, including but not limited to, the Iowa Department of Natural Resources, the Iowa Department of Public Safety, Iowa Attorney General, and Iowa Workforce Development.    
 
I understand that all information submitted to the Authority related to this application is subject to Iowa’s Open Record Law (Iowa Code, Chapter 22).  
 
I understand this application is subject to approval by the Authority and that all terms, conditions, and requirements for the program must be satisfied. I understand that IEDA reserves the right to negotiate financial assistance. I further certify that any financial assistance awarded pursuant to this program shall be used solely in accordance with the applicable program requirements. 
 
I hereby certify that all representations, warranties, or statements made or furnished to the Authority in connection with this application are true and correct in all material respects. I understand that it is a criminal violation under Iowa law to engage in deception and knowingly make, or cause to be made, directly or indirectly, a false statement in writing for the purpose of procuring economic development assistance from a state agency or political subdivision. 

 
For the Applicant:					 
 
 
 
________________________________________________ 
Signature				           Date	 
 
 
 
__________________________________________	 
Name and Title (typed or printed) 
 
 
 
The Authority will not provide assistance in situations where it is determined that any representation, warranty, or statement made in connection with this application is incorrect, false, misleading or erroneous in any material respect. If assistance has already been provided prior to discovery of the incorrect, false, or misleading representation, the Authority may initiate legal action to recover incentives and assistance awarded to the applicant. 
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